Detection of brain autoantibodies in the serum of patients with Alzheimer's disease but not Down's syndrome.
The immunofluorescent staining of antibodies specifically binding to rat brain tissue sections was investigated in 95 human sera including 30 cases of Alzheimer's disease. A high incidence of specific antibrain antibody was found among Alzheimer's patients (57% positive) compared to other neurological disease controls (only 8% positive) or normal young and aged healthy controls (none positive).